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The recent arrest of a 25-year-old Muslim woman at Mudhol in Bagalkot district of Karnataka for 

an innocuous message on Pakistan’s Republic Day is yet another instance of the perverse misuse of the 

law by authorities. If it was the provision relating to sedition that was invoked mindlessly in the past, 

including once for a play enacted by primary schoolchildren, the latest one involves an alleged attempt 

at creating enmity among different groups. Kuthma Sheikh was granted bail on the same day of her 

arrest, but the incident is no less disconcerting as it indicates the ease with which members of the 

minority community can be arrested without sufficient cause, often at the behest of overzealous 

activists with a disproportionate clout in the administration. In this case, the madrassa student had said, 

“May God bless every nation with peace, unity and harmony” on March 23, but a local Hindu activist 

complained to the police that she was creating enmity among communities by wishing people on 

Pakistan Day. With unsurprising promptitude, the police booked her under penal sections relating to 

promoting enmity between different groups. As to how her wishes would have attracted either Section 

153A or 505(2) of the IPC is something only the police can explain. The district police have claimed that 

the arrest was aimed at preserving peace and maintaining order, but it is quite apparent that they acted 

in a cavalier manner without ascertaining whether there was any substance in the complaint. 

Ever since a controversy broke out over girl students wearing the hijab, there seems to be a 

tendency among right-wing groups to foment trouble targeted at Muslims. These groups have called for 

a ban on Muslim traders and vendors doing business as part of temple fairs. Even though the State 

government is citing a law that prohibits non-Hindus from getting property in the vicinity of the temple 

on lease, it is doubtful whether the rules cover temporary stalls on special occasions. It is regrettable 

that the State government is not doing enough to stem the impression that its administration is hostile 

towards minorities. Unwarranted arrests, especially for trivial reasons and on communally motivated 

complaints, result in unfair incarceration, ruined lives and immensely delayed justice. For a regime that 

takes strong exception to strident criticism about its human rights and religious tolerance record, the 

Union government should be equally concerned about the possible damage that such incidents may 

cause to its global image. The Centre may not have anything to do with law and order, but it may have 

to advise certain States to restrain the police from perfunctory use of the power to arrest to please 

majoritarian groups and individuals. 

 

 innocuous (adjective) – harmless, inoffensive, 

unobjectionable, unoffending. 

 perverse (adjective) – illogical, irrational, 

unreasonable; wrong, incorrect. 

 authorities (noun) – officials, officialdom, the 

people in charge, the government, the 

administration, the establishment, the 

bureaucracy, the system. 

 provision (noun) – clause, stipulation, 

condition, specification, requirement. 

 sedition (noun) – incitement (to 

riot/rebellion), agitation, trouble making/ 

provocation (against the established 

government/authority). 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce, resort to, 

use, put into effect. 

 play (noun) – drama, stage show. 

 enact (verb) – perform, play, present, stage, 

act out. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported, reported, ostensible. 

 enmity (noun) – hostility, animosity, 

antagonism, friction, antipathy, hatred, hate, 

bitterness. 

 grant (verb) – give, provide, allow. 

 no less (phrase) – essentially, importantly. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 

unsettling, disturbing, troubling. 

 ease (noun) – freedom. 

 overzealous (adjective) – too zealous; 

excessively sincere, feeling, fervent, 

impassioned, passionate, enthusiastic. 

 activist (adjective) – radical, extremist, 

advocate, promoter. 
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 disproportionate (adjective) – inordinate, 

immoderate, excessive. 

 clout (noun) – influence, power, weight, sway, 

leverage. 

 administration (noun) – government, ministry, 

regime, authority. 

 madrassa (noun) – an Islamic religious school; 

a place (school or college) where people learn 

about Islam, the religion of Muslims. 

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, 

cooperation, agreement/concord. 

 unsurprising (adjective) – predictable, 

foreseeable, to be expected,  predicted, 

foreseen, anticipated, awaited. 

 promptitude (noun) – the quality of doing 

something very quickly (without any delay); 

promptness, punctuality, swiftness. quickness. 

rapidity. 

 book (verb) – make an official note of the 

personal details of (a person who has violated 

a law or rule). 

 penal (noun) – disciplinary, punitive, 

corrective. 

 section (noun) –  a part of an Act. 

 as to (phrase) – concerning, respecting, with 

respect to, on the subject of, as regards, 

regarding. 

 Section 153A of the IPC (noun) – it deals with 

speech that seeks to promote enmity between 

different communities. 

 Section 505(2) of the IPC (noun) – it deals with 

statements creating or promoting enmity, 

hatred or ill-will between classes. 

 claim (verb) – state, profess, affirm, assert. 

 preserve (verb) – protect, maintain, care for, 

take care of, look after, keep. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident, obvious, clear, 

visible, discernible, perceptible, noticeable, 

recognizable. 

 cavalier (adjective) – casual, indifferent, 

dismissive, uninterested, unconcerned (about 

serious/important matter). 

 ascertain (verb) – find out, understand, 

recognize, get to know. 

 substance (noun) – meaningfulness, 

significance, importance, soundness, validity. 

 break out (phrasal verb) – flare up, begin 

suddenly, start suddenly, erupt, burst out. 

 hijab (noun) – a head covering, generally a veil 

or a scarf, worn in public by some Muslim 

women. 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, 

leaning, penchant; trend. 

 right-wing (adjective) – rightist, conservative, 

reactionary, traditionalist.  

 foment (verb) – incite, provoke, agitate, 

instigate. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, need, 

necessitate, make necessary, demand, publicly 

ask for. 

 fair (noun) – festival, carnival, gala with stalls & 

exhibition, market, bazaar.  

 vicinity (noun) – surrounding area, locality, 

neighbourhood. 

 stall (noun) – A market stall or a booth is a 

structure used by merchants to display and 

house their merchandise (commodities/ 

products) in a street market, fairs and 

conventions. 

 occasion (noun) – event, affair, function, 

gathering. 

 regrettable (adjective) – undesirable, 

unfortunate, disappointing/distressing. 

 stem (verb) – stop, restrict, control, contain, 

curb; reduce, diminish. 

 impression (noun) – feeling, sense, suspicion, 

apprehension; notion, idea, thought, belief, 

opinion. 

 hostile (adjective) – opposed, against, averse, 

antagonistic, ill-disposed, unsympathetic. 

 trivial (adjective) – unimportant, insignificant, 

inconsequential, minor, petty, small, little. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring about, 

give rise to, produce. 

 incarceration (noun) – imprisonment, 

confinement, custody. 

 immensely (adverb) – terrifically, awfully, 

fearfully, terribly, majorly, seriously. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 take exception to (phrase) – object, disagree 

with, raise an objection, express 

objection/opposition to something. 
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 strident (adjective) – loud & harsh, forceful, 

discordant, vociferous.   

 tolerance (noun) – forbearance, toleration, 

liberality, open-mindedness, lack of prejudice, 

broad-mindedness, liberalism. 

 have (something/anything) to do with 

(phrase) – be concerned with; be connected 

with; relate to, have a bearing on. 

 restrain (verb) – control, keep under control, 

check, contain, keep within bounds, limit, 

regulate, restrict. 

 perfunctory (adjective) – relating to something 

(an action) done without much 

attention/concern/interest/effort; casual, 

token, routine, automatic, cursory, inattentive, 

incurious, standard; quick, rapid, brief. 

************************************************************************************* 

The Union government’s latest proposal to enable the collection of biometric and biological data 

from prisoners, besides the usual physical measurements, photographs and finger-prints, raises serious 

questions about its legal validity. Such questions are inevitable in an era in which people look at official 

efforts to gather personal data with suspicion. The practice of recording the photographs and 

fingerprints of prisoners is more than a century old in the country, backed by a colonial law dating back 

to 1920. The Union government now proposes to expand the idea of taking “measurements” to cover 

“finger-impressions, palm-print impressions, foot-print impressions, ... physical, biological samples and 

their analysis”, besides “behavioural attributes including signatures [and] handwriting”. The Criminal 

Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, which embodies this goal, has been introduced in the Lok Sabha. 

Some Members have argued that the Bill went against the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment 

declaring privacy as a fundamental right in K.S. Puttaswamy. Some contended that the Bill enabled 

coercive drawing of samples and possibly involved a violation of Article 20(3), which protects the right 

against self-incrimination. There are other concerns too, such as the means by which the data collected 

will be preserved, shared, disseminated, and destroyed. The Bill allows the records to be preserved for 

75 years, and to be destroyed earlier if the person is discharged or acquitted. 

The concern over privacy and the safety of the data is undoubtedly significant. Such practices 

that involve the collection, storage and destruction of vital details of a personal nature ought to be 

introduced only after a strong data protection law, with stringent punishment for breaches, is in place. 

The 1920 law enabled the taking of measurements from convicts sentenced to a prison term of one year 

and above, and anyone arrested on a charge that attracts such a prison term; and thirdly, one who has 

furnished a bond for good behaviour and peace. However, the present Bill includes all convicts, and 

anyone arrested under any law in force or detained under any preventive detention law. There is a 

provision by which an arrested person, not accused of an offence against a woman or a child, or one 

that attracts a prison term of seven years or more, may disallow the taking of samples. Not all detainees 

may know that they can indeed decline to let biological samples to be taken. And it may be easy for the 

police to ignore such refusal and later claim that they did get the detainee’s consent. The Bill is 

controversial, as the tendency to arrest activists, protesters and even innocent people and invoke grave 

charges is on the rise. It would be in the fitness of things if it is referred to a Standing Committee for 

deeper scrutiny before it is enacted into law. 

 

 enable (verb) – allow, permit, authorize, grant, 

empower, entitle, facilitate, make possible.  

 biometric (adjective) – relating to the metrics 

with human (physical & behavioural) 

characteristics used for identification and 

access control. 

 besides (preposition) – except, except for, 

apart from, other than, barring, excluding. 

 inevitable (adjective) – unavoidable, 

unpreventable, certain. 

 era (noun) – time, period, epoch. 

 look at (phrasal verb) – regard, consider, think 

of, deem, see, view. 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt, qualm, 

wariness, scepticism, question mark, distrust. 
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 back (verb) – support, endorse, sanction, 

approve of, advocate, promote, uphold, 

champion. 

 impression (noun) – indentation ,mark. 

 attribute (noun) – quality, feature, 

characteristic, trait. 

 embody (verb) – include, consolidate, 

encompass, assimilate, integrate. 

 go against (phrasal verb) – be contrary to; 

oppose, resist. 

 landmark (noun as modifier) – milestone, 

watershed, historic event, major achievement. 

 contend (verb) – claim, argue, profess, affirm, 

state. 

 coercive (adjective) – overbearing, forceful, 

intimidating, high-handed. 

 draw (verb) – take out; gather, collect. 

 possibly (adverb) – perhaps, maybe. 

 violation (noun) – contravention, breach, non-

observance, neglect. 

 Article 20(3) of the constitution of India 

(noun) – Clause (3) of Article 20 declares that 

no person accused of an offence shall be 

compelled to be a witness against himself.  

 self-incrimination (noun) – self-indictment, 

self accusation, self-condemnation. 

 means (noun) – method, way, manner, 

process, procedure. 

 preserve (verb) – protect, maintain, care for, 

take care of, look after, keep. 

 disseminate (verb) – spread, circulate, 

distribute, publicize, communicate, make 

known. 

 discharge (verb) – release, liberate, free, set 

free, let go. 

 acquit (verb) – absolve, clear, exonerate, 

declare innocent, find innocent, pronounce not 

guilt. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 Personal Data Protection Bill (PDPB), 2019 

(noun) – The Personal Data Protection Bill, 

2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha on 

December 11, 2019. The Bill seeks to provide 

for protection of personal data of individuals, 

and establishes a Data Protection Authority for 

the same.  

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 breach (noun) – contravention, violation, non-

observance, neglect. 

 in place (phrase) – ready, set up, established. 

 convict (noun) – prisoner, inmate, detainee. 

 sentence (verb) – punish, convict; impose a 

sentence on, pronounce sentence on. 

 furnish (verb) – equip, provide, provision, 

grant, present. 

 bond (noun) – promise, pledge, vow. 

 in force (phrase) – operational, in action, in 

effect. 

 detain (verb) – imprison, jail, incarcerate, send 

to prison, put behind bars. 

 detention (noun) – confinement, 

incarceration, captivity. 

 provision (noun) – clause, stipulation, 

condition, specification, requirement. 

 offence (noun) – crime, illegal act, unlawful 

act, breach of the law, violation of the law, 

felony, wrongdoing.  act of misconduct, 

misdeed.  

 disallow (verb) – reject, refuse, dismiss, say no 

to. 

 detainee (noun) – prisoner, convict, inmate. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 consent (noun) – permission, authorization, 

acceptance, approval. 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, 

leaning, penchant; trend. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political change or cause; (or societal 

change/cause). 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 grave (adjective) – terrible, awful, 

crucial/critical, serious. 

 on the rise (phrase) – becoming very 

successful; increasing, becoming higher 

/greater (in number, amount, value, etc.) 

 in the fitness of things (phrase) – suitable, 

appropriate, proper, fitting. 

 House committees (noun) – The parliamentary 

(standing & select) committees; They do close 

examination and investigation of government 

policies, actions and spending. 
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